
Monthly Newsletter of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bridgewater (LCMC)
8805 Austin Road, P.O. Box 13, Bridgewater, Michigan 48115, (734) 429-7434

Pastor Drex Morton, 734-968-7113
Worship, 10:30am with Holy Communion

You can listen to the service on FM 91.1 in your car from the parking lot any Sunday
Mission Statement:

Dedicating ourselves to God through Prayer & Study, Fellowship & Service.

February 2022

Dear Friends in Christ,

We live in unpredictable times, and sometimes in the throes of sleep, I'm back in the office of the
Shades Motel (right in photo).

I spent many good times there in a little over ten years. I worked, off and on, for a "Mom & Pop," who
treated me like Family…

When uncertain times emerge, we may recall the way in which we coped in times past. As I write,
moments flee toward me from 1970 days plus in Baton Rouge, LA. The coping skills we've learned
from past challenges will surely help us today when amplified by the Triune God. Trust!

Blessings,
+Drex



Quote of the Day: Great Laughter

PART OF THE FARCE was that for the first time in my life that year in New York, I started going to church
regularly, and what was farcical about it was not that I went but my reason for going, which was simply that on the
same block where I lived there happened to be a church with a preacher I had heard of and that I had nothing all
that much better to do with my lonely Sundays. The preacher was a man named George Buttrick, and Sunday
after Sunday I went, and sermon after sermon I heard. It was not just his eloquence that kept me coming back,
though he was wonderfully eloquent, literate, imaginative, never letting you guess what he was going to come out
with next but twitching with surprises up there in the pulpit, his spectacles aglitter in the lectern light. What drew
me more was whatever it was that his sermons came from and whatever it was in me that they touched so
deeply. And then there came one particular sermon with one particular phrase in it that does not even appear in a
transcript of his words that somebody sent me more than twenty-five years later so I can only assume that he
must have dreamed it up at the last minute and ad-libbed it—and on just such foolish, tenuous, holy threads as
that, I suppose, hang the destinies of us all. Jesus Christ refused the crown that Satan offered him in the
wilderness, Buttrick said, but he is king nonetheless because again and again he is crowned in the heart of the
people who believe in him. And that inward coronation takes place, Buttrick said, "among confession, and tears,
and great laughter." It was the phrase great laughter that did it, did whatever it was that I believe must have been
hiddenly in the doing all the years of my journey up till then. It was not so much that a door opened as that I
suddenly found that a door had been open all along which I had only just then stumbled upon. After church, with a
great lump still in my throat, I walked up to 84th Street to have Sunday dinner with Grandma Buechner. She sat in
her usual chair with the little Philco silent at her side and a glass of sherry in her hand, and when I told her
something of what had happened, I could see that she was as much bemused as pleased by what I had said. I
have forgotten her words, but the sense of her answer was that she was happy for me that I had found whatever it
was that I had found, Le bon Dieu (look it up). You could never be sure what he was up to. If there was a bon
Dieu at all. Who could say? Then old Rosa came listing in to say Essen ist fertig, Frau Büchner, and we went in to
lunch. (-Originally published in The Sacred Journey, Frederick Buechner, posted on January 26, 2015)

Mission of the Month: The Gideons, see Ralph Myers for more information.

For the week of…. Time for Children Altar Flowers
Feb 6th Keith Weidmayer The Poet Family

Feb 13th Deb Rickard Randy Klager

Feb 20th Amy Renaldi

Feb 27th Bill Schwingel

Housekeeping Notes:

 2022 Offering envelopes are in your mailboxes
 Directories are here! See Diane Schaible or Esther Bowers to get your copy!
 Complimentary 2022 calendars are available
 Copies of the 2021 Annual Report are also available
 2022 Flower Sign-up is available in the Narthex

Important Dates for Your Calendars:

 Fellowship Circle Potluck on February 6th after service. Bring a dish to share!

 Mary Martha Circle Meeting on February 10th @ 1:30 PM (Hostess: Dianna Tommelein)

 Strategic Planning Council Meets: Mon., February 27th at 7:30PM



Pastor Drex’s Office Hours – Wednesday, Thursday or Friday–By Appointment. Please feel free to
contact Pastor Drex anytime you wish to share a joy, sorrow or concern at 734-968-7113 or by email –
pastordrex@yahoo.com

How to Access Pastor’s Messages: Search YouTube-StJohns Bridgewater.  You can subscribe to our
channel and get notified when we add additional content.  To subscribe you must have a google
account.

eGiving (Credit/Debit Card or Checking/Savings account)
 By Computer or By Mobile: (note: your log in and password will be the same for both)

o Go to https://stjohnbridgewater.org/ 
o Scroll down to the blue Online Giving box and click on “Click Here”

As you consider this option, please know that there is per transaction fee. These fees in addition to a flat
$10/mth fee go the agency that is coordinating the online giving. Limiting the number of transactions and
using a checking account rather than a credit/debit card minimizes the fees. If egiving fits into your
giving plan, consider using your checking account and making monthly donations.

Giving is an outward expression of an inward commitment. The Lord loves a cheerful giver, and
we recognize that you have given generously and willingly from your own resources. Without
your faithful contributions, we wouldn’t be able to carry out the mission of our church and its
various ministries. Your gifts go a long way in supporting the ministries of our church—we

recognize this, and we are thankful for it and for YOU!

Weekly Bulletin News – needs to be in the church office by Friday, 9:00 a.m.

Lamplighter News- needs to be to the church office by the 3rd Sunday of the month for the upcoming
month.

To reserve the basement and/or pavilion and/or reserve tables & chairs to be taken outside of the
church – you need to contact Vanessa Korte, Office Secretary. You can contact her by email,
bwchurch@ymail.com, church office phone, 734-429-7434 or by leaving a note in the office door box.
Requests are on a first come/first serve basis. Thanks!

SJLC on the WWW… Our website – www.stjohnbridgewater.org

St. John’s Facebook Information: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Johns-Lutheran
Church/540418029405242?ref=aymt_homepage_panel or Pastor Drex has a Facebook page -
https://www.facebook.com/pastordrex?fref=ts – send him a friend request!
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