
Dear Friends, 
 
     Summer is a good time to begin or resume Scripture 
reading.  When I was studying for the ministry a lifetime ago, 
one of our Prof's, the Rev. Dr. Richard Thulin, was enthusiastic 
for the writings of Frederick Buechner, who is now nearly 96 
years of age... (I want to sign up for that!)  Pastor Buechner's 
Facebook page posted an article on June 14, 2017 re: 
Scripture reading, and it popped into my FB memories.   
     Mary just today had asked me for some guidance on 
reading from the Bible, and I God-incidentally sent her the 
following, which you each may find beneficial as well. 
 
The Bible Without Tears 
  
What follows are some practical suggestions on how to read 
the Bible without tears. Or maybe with them.  
  
1. DON'T START AT the beginning and try to plow your way 
straight through to the end. At least not without help. If you 
do, you're almost sure to bog down somewhere around the 
twenty-fifth chapter of Exodus. Concentrate on the high 
points at first. There is much to reward you in the valleys too, 
but at the outset keep to the upper elevations. There are 
quite a few.   
  
There is the vivid, eyewitness account of the reign of King 
David, for instance (2 Samuel plus the first two chapters of 1 
Kings), especially the remarkable chapters that deal with his 
last years when the crimes and blunders of his youth have 
begun to catch up with him. Or the Joseph stories (Genesis 
39-50). Or the Book of Job. Or the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7). Or the seventh chapter of Paul's letter to the 
Romans, which states as lucidly as it has ever been stated the 
basic moral dilemma of man and then leads into the eighth 
chapter, which contains the classic expression of Christianity's 
basic hope.  
  
2. The air in such upper altitudes is apt to be clearer and 
brighter than elsewhere, but if you nevertheless find yourself 
getting lost along the way, try a good Bible commentary 
which gives the date and historical background of each book, 
explains the special circumstances which it was written to 
meet, and verse by verse tries to illumine the meaning of the 
difficult sections. Even when the meaning seems perfectly 
clear, a commentary can greatly enrich your understanding. 
The Book of Jonah, for instance—only two or three pages long 
and the one genuine comedy in the Old Testament—takes on 
added significance when you discover its importance in 
advancing the idea that God's love is extended not just to the 
children of Israel but to all mankind.  
  

3. If you have even as much as a nodding acquaintance with a 
foreign language, try reading the Bible in that. Then you stand 
a chance of hearing what the Bible is actually saying instead 
of what you assume it must be saying because it is the Bible. 
Some of it you may hear in such a new way that it is as if you 
had never heard it before. "Blessed are the meek" is the way 
the English version goes, whereas in French it comes out, 
"Heureux sont les débonnaires" (Happy are the debonair). 
The debonair of all things! Doors fly open. Bells ring out.  
  
4. If you don't know a foreign language, try some English 
version that you've never tried before—the New English 
Bible, Goodspeed's translation, J. B. Phillips's New Testament, 
or any other you can lay your hands on. The more far-out the 
better. Nothing could be farther out than the Bible itself. The 
trouble with the King James or Authorized Version is that it is 
too full of Familiar Quotations. The trouble with Familiar 
Quotations is that they are so familiar you don't hear them. 
When Jesus was crucified, the Romans nailed over his head a 
sign saying "King of the Jews" so nobody would miss the joke. 
To get something closer to the true flavor, try translating the 
sign instead: "Head Jew."  
  
5. It may sound like fortune-telling, but don't let that worry 
you. Let the Bible fall open in your lap and start there. If you 
don't find something that speaks to you, let it fall open to 
something else. Read it as though it were as exotic as the I 
Ching or the Tarot deck. Because it is.  
  
6. If somebody claims that you have to take the Bible literally, 
word for word, or not at all, ask him if you have to take John 
the Baptist literally when he calls Jesus the Lamb of God.   
  
If somebody claims that no rational person can take a book 
seriously which assumes that the world was created in six 
days and man in an afternoon, ask him if he can take 
Shakespeare seriously whose scientific knowledge would have 
sent a third-grader into peals of laughter.  
  
7. Finally this. If you look at a window, you see fly-specks, 
dust, the crack where Junior's Frisbee hit it. If you look 
through a window, you see the world beyond.  
  
Something like this is the difference between those who see 
the Bible as a Holy Bore and those who see it as the Word of 
God which speaks out of the depths of an almost 
unimaginable past into the depths of ourselves.   
  
- Originally published in "Wishful Thinking" Frederick Buechner 
 

Some things to ponder... 
Peace and Blessings, +Pastor Drex 
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Please remember – if you aren't feeling well, have a fever, or 

have possibly been exposed to Covid, we ask that you stay home 
and watch our virtual worship. Virtual worship continues to be 
available through our Facebook page and YouTube channel for 

those who are not able to attend in-person. 
 
 

 

 

From Pastor Mike Bradley,  
National Service Coordinator for LCMC 
 
Having served as a youth and young adult pastor for twenty-plus 
years, I want to encourage young adults in our LCMC association 
to consider investing in their future by attending one of the fine 
schools/fellowships that provide training for a life of knowing and 
serving the Lord.  
 
One such school is The Awaken Project, which is a discipleship 
gap-year program for 18-25-year-old students looking to explore a 
wide variety of ministry vocations, study the Bible in a residential 
Christian community, travel across the United States, and 
understand profoundly the sacrificial power of Jesus' Gospel.  
 
The Awaken Project offers week-long, Bible classes in the fall 
taught by independent instructors. The last week of Bible school 
includes a road trip out to the Olympia, Washington area for a 
collaborative class week with some Canadian Lutheran Bible 
Institute students. 
  
The program costs $3,500, which is covered through donations in 
the name of the enrolled student to The Awaken Project.  
 
Please visit TAP's website: (www.theawakenprojectmn.com) or 
contact Steven Wagner (Gap Year Director) with any questions! 
 

If you are of the age cited herein or of any age and interested in 
further ministry training, please speak with Pastor Drex, who has 
mentored a few in ministry and also mentored and subsequently 
spoke at the Ordination of a former Parishioner approximately 10 
years ago. 
 
 
 
 

MARY MARTHA NEWS 

 
 
 There will be no Circle member meeting in July.  Mary 
Martha  will be hosting their annual new member drive 
picnic in the pavilion on Thursday, August 11, 2022 @ 
12:30 p.m. 
 
The picnic is open to all women of the church.  We would 
love to get add some new members to our group of all 
ages!  Chicken and bottled water will be provided.  We ask 
that you bring a dish to pass.   
 
Please RSVP to Shirley Kruger by Sunday, August 7th. 
 
*Note: In the Fall, we will most likely have a Bazaar & Bake 
sale if anyone has jams, jellies, etc. they would like to 
contribute.  
 

 
 
Also as a reminder, August brings school supply sales - 
please be mindful of what we need this year to be able to 
send these kits wherever they are needed. 
The following items are supplies that we still need: 
 
 * Black or blue ballpoint pens 
*  Erasers 
*  Crayons (16 or 24 box size) 
*  30- centimeter rulers 
*  Blunt/safety scissors 

*  80-Sheet notebooks 
 

 

 

• SPC Meeting: July 25 @ 7:30 pm 

 



Estate Sale Notice from Carol Wild:  

Gordon Wild’s shop and pole barn sale will be next 
weekend; July 7, 8, and 9.  Lots of tools, shop machines, 
farm equipment, some antique implements, pile of scrap 
metal, garden tools, household including canning jars, 
vintage watches and pocket knives.  Something for 
everyone!  Limited parking so carpooling is recommended! 
Please don't bring trailers when you come to shop. 
Arrangements for pick-up will need to made after sale 
hours. 12701 Ayres Hwy., Tipton, 49287.  Off US 12, 
between Evan's Lake and the Brooklyn Moose.  
 

Free Christian Resources are available on the 

table in the Sanctuary Overflow.  Help yourselves, as they 
are free to bless you.  More available soon after Pastor Drex 
reviews them. 
 

July/AUG MISSION OF THE MONTH 
I-92 Ministries (https://www.i92.org) is a Christian Non Profit 
humanitarian aid food relief organization. Their purpose is to work 
toward eliminating hunger in Lenawee County and Villages in 
Haiti. Help provide weekend meal packs to children that need 
help. We work with schools throughout Lenawee County. The 
schools identify children that need help with food for the weekend. 
Each meal pack provides breakfast and lunch for Saturday and 
Sunday while kids are away from school. You can sponsor a child 
with a recurring donation of $10 per month ensuring they will 
receive a meal pack each week. This also helps offset the cost of 
the meal packs provided to each student over Christmas and 
Spring Breaks. 
 
I92 MINISTRIES, INC. (ANDY PIATT) 
10480 MATTHEWS HWY.                       ANDY@I92.ORG 
CLINTON, MI 49236                                 517.215.0772 

 
 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

Please check the sign-up in the Narthex for open 
Sundays or contact Louse St. Clair 734.429.5337 

There is a flower sign-up sheet available on the bulletin 
board by the front entrance or by contacting Louise St. Clair 

(734)429-5337 
 
 
 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN 
For the summer will be led by Pastor Drex each Sunday! 

*Contact Diane Schaible if you are interested in signing up to do 
TFC this Fall: (734) 883-2714 

 

 

Payer partners are available after each 

serivce. You may also be added to the 

prayer chain by contacting Pastor Drex 

or Louise St. Clair.  

 

 
SJLC on the WWW!!! 

Access worship for St. John’s here: https://www.facebook.com/St-
Johns-Lutheran-Church-Bridgewater-Mi-397748886954315 
 or type ‘St. John's Lutheran Church Bridgewater Mi' in the Facebook 
search bar. You can also join the SJLC Church private prayer group 
here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1912789582360721 or by 
typing ‘SJLC Prayer Chain’ in the Facebook search bar. You can also 
visit our website, https://stjohnbridgewater.org/, to access worship 
notes and a ton of other information about our church. 

 

 
 

Weekly Bulletin News needs to be to the church office on Fridays at 9:00 
a.m. (or SOONER!). for the upcoming Sunday and any Lamplighter News 
needs to be to the church office by the THIRD Sunday of the Month for the 

upcoming month. Email: bwchurch@ymail.com or leave a note in the 
green folder located in the mail bin on the office door. 

 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church  

PO Box 13, 8805 Austin Road 
Bridgewater, MI 48115 

Church Office: 734-429-7434 Church email: bwchurch@ymail.com 
 
Pastor Drex is available by appointment on Wednesday, Thursday, or 
Friday. His email: pastordrex@yahoo.com. His cell: (734) 968-7113. 
Please feel free to reach out anytime you have a joy, sorrow, or concern 
that you wish to share.  

 

https://www.i92.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-Church-Bridgewater-Mi-397748886954315
https://www.facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-Church-Bridgewater-Mi-397748886954315
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1912789582360721
http://www.zionchelsea.com/
mailto:bwchurch@ymail.com
mailto:bwchurch@ymail.com
mailto:pastordrex@yahoo.com
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July 2022
JUN 2022

S M T W T F S
29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

AUG 2022

S M T W T F S
31 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

Sun 26 Mon 27 Tue 28 Wed 29 Thu 30 Fri 1 Today Sat 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

10:30 AM Worship Kristi Lupi

7:30 PM SPC Meeting

Joddy Hieber Ron James Kay Miller

Kreg Norgaard

10:30 AM Worship

Brandon Brown Debbie Ellison Teri DeZwaan Kade Blakeney Cassidy Polzin

Bette Tucker

Blessings of the Animal Sunday

Jason Tower

10:30 AM Worship

Bev Read Rachel Weidmayer Ellie Haist

Autumn Studnicka

Donna Marion

10:30 AM Worship

Christian Korte Carolyn Hewitt

10:30 AM Worship 7:30 PM SPC Meeting Adelyn Lupi Ted Miller Jolee Meagher Kerri Blakeney

Tracy Young

10:30 AM Worship Barb Schaible Jill Rymanowicz

Kylie Rymanowicz
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August 2022
JUL 2022

S M T W T F S
26 27 28 29 30 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31 1 2 3 4 5 6

SEP 2022

S M T W T F S
28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 1

Sun 31 Mon 1 Tue 2 Wed 3 Thu 4 Fri 5 Sat 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

10:30 AM Worship Barb Schaible Jill Rymanowicz

Kylie Rymanowicz

Ralph Hoelzer

Mindy Appoud

10:30 AM Worship

Olivia Nation Sue Weidmayer 12:30 PM Mary Martha Circle
Picnic-Pavilion Reserved

Patrick DeZwaan

Brad Korte

Emily Schaible

10:30 AM Worship

Brian Renaldi Steve Eversole Amanda Clark Carol Wild Wendy Aho

Cole Norgaard

Ray Feldkamp

10:30 AM Worship

7:30 PM SPC Meeting Kelsey Bohnett Brian Myers

Erica Drake

10:30 AM Worship Jon Ringel

Nicholas Feurerbacher

Dave St Clair

Rance Rickard

Doreen Haist

Clema Kruger
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